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O S you are not altogether unconcern d 
in the Diſturbance that has been im 
Exeter, about ſome novel Notions _ * 
advanced and eagerly propagated + 
there of late; ſo I cannot well deny 
my Remarks on a Letter, which I was led by you 
to the Peruſalof, though a conſiderable time after. 
its Publication. n 4 

(a) Tus Doctrine of the Trinity, particularly. 
the Deity of Chriſt which it attacks, is mentioned 
as a Matter of ab/truſe Speculation, ; and ſome- 1 
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| Atiimadverſic ion, as not | being k 2 a ; 
ſo great Oo cernment to Cheiltene * hag Thi 
mon and receiy d Opinion makes it. Tho! yet 
the Author truly ſays (a) That an honeſt Man yy 
a good-Chriſtian can hardly ſatisfy his Conſcience with. 
out making Tuquiry inta a Subjett of ſuch Moment and 
Importance as this, And good Men have been 
want to ſuppoſe, the Doctrine under debate pot 
only to be clearly taught in the ſagred . | 
but the Secter cy Saks of revealed Reli ion, 
and that the moſt important Articles of Chriſtian 
Belief have a neceſſary Dependenct upon it; and 
to conſider it as a particular Foundation of Vis 
Hope and Truſt, * what runs N 

of their Religion, Sales the Whole 80 wer 
Worſhip, and infers ſtrongeſt Obligations unto 
Love, Gratitude, and Duty. 

O ux Author () wiſhes that the Gentlemen who- 
ated with ſo much Zeal, had thought fit 10 uſt & lit- 
= more Conſideration. What Cunzlideratium he him- 

If uſed Wo he ſo freely blames the fo 
Zeal of others, we are left to gueſs, by his c on- 
feſſing, that a juſt and full Accouut bad 1 uit been laid ö 
before him. And what Prejudice had it been 10 
him, or the Cauſe he maintains, if he had ſuſ- 
pended his Cenſure, and Inſinuation, ſo much to 
the Diſadvantage of thoſe, whoſe Reaſons and 
Defence he had not heard? 8 
H x well obſerves, that (c) Every Chriſtian has 
an f at Stake, when the bs is about 
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(a) Letter p. 4. (6) Lid. 9. 3. ; 5 "a P. 4. 
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the Scheme theſe | Gentle: 


it, nd divert 5 
contrary, ? ad eco employ all the 
| 5255 of \ Vie and Arts 0 Erica that Men 
cok luch Parts and Learving are Maſters af; wherer 
as the Scriptures. are, deſigned to i all ſorts 

of Mens even of the meaneſt Capacities in 9 5 
neceſſary to tho pleaſing of ( Gad, and the ſaving 
of their Souls. Nox, does it give me g very far 
vqurable Opinion of, A 
ton ſo little to rely upon Scripture roof, as to 
labour with the 5 of much Paigs and Lear» 


ning, to bring in fa many ſpurious, ſuſpected, os 
adulterated Works of .ignorant Antiquity to be 


receiy'd as inſpired Writings, of equal Authority 


with the Holy Seriptures, eſpecially conſiderin 


how often Detect of Argument i is ſupply'd by bold 


and precarious Conjecture ; and what Advantage 
is hereby given to the Enemies of revealed Reli- 


gion, who have taken Encouragement to treat 


the undoubted Oracles of Truth with Neglect 
and Contempt. 1 


* * 4 

a 5 233 "> ” 2 F ao . " TREES * * * - ! $3 1 

i 5 8 *. 2 hs - * + 464 

** + 7 * * * i ” * * 

£ 2 * ; - s x * - 1 
. 25 + 7 1 ; h F 
5 un [ ” . 
: 2 N 2 g * p 
„ 1 5 * 4 
> 4 þ 
IR 
. k 
* * 
. = 
on - 
a . * 
- we * ”* 
1 
* 
* 2 
Ty * 


LY All a ares without 
under- 


ence, - 29760 ced. it 0 28 


that in order to draw the 
Scrip tures to give al Feat Countenange te 
W but tor cho 


aniſm, to, nd Mr. Whiſe 


4 I 
©; =, ” 
7 Hades A 
„ 2 
> a 


4 4 5 2 y 
* ; * — o . 4 xt 
» " * ** O l 1 l 
k 4 - , * a RS 0 * * $9: - Wl þ 3 
£ " l 5 a 8 wo ane Þ i < 2 11 
5 I 5 , : 2 1 * 1 4 14 4 7 & # 5 4 4 1 . 7 7 * F n 
. OC * F 3 ; N 3 © 2 n oo © = NE 8 k 8 . 3 
+. 4. on. * 51 * 4 were FI. * 5 a b, ” oh Iv; gt 4K * 8 2 2 3 1 5 "i * W r ** : { [ vu VETS ENS Fo N >. Ne 
* N 2. %. * FA =. * So <A 2 wo bees IVA of 88 „ of PA) Ms 4 N 3 mg * 0 6 
* ; 8 . . 3 r F / TI et 8 by 
; 7 % | Axa dk: þ N. 2 D gy 5 ff n ** 8 0 . x 5 * 
8 4 TE „ td 8 ORE n n n 11 1 : = 


7 * — * r M24 HCA” 8 418% n 
BA y 4 % * 1 2 R . 
* 475.4 1 = fo Sn * 722 * * 2 5 > a N * pe TG 
: 0 N N a : . e Ts DR 2. 9 7 2 WY ee 
R an” 4. Fu Wo , 9 kad, "1 Bs. * 
. 1 3 ol n D Wo +0 \ FMRI LS PERS 
uy : 8 dy: 5» . ee OG gh 
© 408 * * n 
* NN | 5 
— * * * ö 
8 ; 
75 4 * 
. eg! 
' 
5 N : 
- 5 


9 
wo 


| ' | W 5 
5 4 ; | N $ 9 , a 25 - 
e OST An oe NNE 2 ada 
. 5 n E t 

Ou Author ſhews ſome co | 
| \" vs; F n 

Chriſtians may 

4 Fs 
. Minifters, of 


is a Difference between not being fully per ſtuadeſt, 
where Sentiments are concealed, 124 2 757 con- 
vincing Evidence, or plain and ſufficient Grounds 
ok Suſpicion. People have without doubt 4 
4 Right to be ſatisfy d in the Miniſters they ſtated- 
2 ly communicate with, or commit the Care of 
32 | their Souls to, that they be ſound in the Faith. 
2 ad if perſwaded in their Conſciences that they 
I _ Adfhall be in danger of being drawn into Errors, 
I Which will greatly prejudice their Edification, it 
: = not hazard the undoing of their Souls, they may 
7 well deſire to be excus d from running ſuch a 
1 needleſs Hazard, or having ſuch a Miniſtry im- 
pos d upon em, and think it their Duty to prefer 
_ - ſuch an One, as they can with more Safety and 
7 = Comfort attend upon. Eſpecially conſidering 
3 Þ What an Intereſt is at Stake, when the Controverſy 
4 ic about the ſupreme Object of Worſhip ;> and when 
tis no leſs than the Crime of Idolatry that is 
juſtly feared, on the one ſide or on the other. And 
whence ir comes to paſs, () That there is 4 Scru- 
ple only on one fide of the Divifion, I can't well 
comprehend, except it be to ſerve a preſent De- 
ſign, to amuſe the People by an artful Compli- 
ance, till the Party be formed and its Strength 
thought ſufficient, at once to throw off the Diſ- 
43 Bm guiſe, and to Cruſh ſuch as ſhall think themſelves 
14 oblig d to ſtand in Defence of the Truth and tbe 
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Purity of Worſhip, when they may in earneſt, as 
"ſeems to be threatned, (a) find themſelves affected 
with the Conſequentes. What was the Spirit of the 
antient Arians, and what Ou they com. 

mitted againſt the Faith, is not unknown to ſuc 


as are not altogether Strangers to Eccleſiaſtic 
Hiſtory. One would hope to find the Modern in 
a better Temper and Diſpoſition. However Per- 
ſecution, or civil Penalties and Hue on the 
Account of Religion, ought on all Sides to be 
utterly diſclaim'd, and God's Empire over Con- 
ſcience to be left untouch' d. But while wWe (, 
make a juſt Allowance for different Ways of thinking, 
and forbear to condemn one another, it follows not 
that tis neceſſary or warrantable for me ordina- 
rily to communicate with a Miniſter, whom I 
believe to be in a dangerous Error, by means of 
which my Acceptance with God, and eternal In- 
tereſt are like to be prejudic'd. Nor can that be 
term'd or conſtrit'd's Perſecution, if I take the 
Courſe, that God and Reaſon direct, to provide 
for my Safety. He has given me a Power to 
chooſe for my ſel and made it my Duty to 
guard againſt manifeſt Danger and Temptation, 
and ufe the beſt and moſt likely Means for my 
Edification ; nor can I think it ſafe, much leſs 
my Duty, to live under the Miniſtry of a Soci- 
nian or Jeſuit,” when Providence affords me bet- 
ter Help and Means for Salvation. 
(c) Trr lite may be ſaid in a great meaſure in 
reference to Prayer. What reaſon. can I have to 
confine my ſelf to the Miniſtry of ſuch as agree 
not with me in the ſame O bject and Manner of 
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3 Worſhip, 
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lemn a Part of Worſhip 


ſer where my 


Mind may be eaſy: and a0 AY ons united: 
Uſe 1 raul be ever u nes. con- 
rinual Fear, D Dilruf Ts SR, Beſides 


| that there can be little Comfort Gt Satisfaction in 


Prayer, when my Miniſter addreſſes not to the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, but as a Creature, or another Be- 
ing than the ſupreme God, and I {lt conſider and 
adore him as one with the Father. Now what (a) 
Diſcretion . is in that Worſhip, Which i is manag'd 
with ſuch diſunited Minds, and diſtra& Adee 
tions? And how little ground. for () amazement, 
if Diſſeiters, who make the Scriptures the only Rule 
of their Worſhip, ſhould be uneaſy with Arian Mini- 
ſters, under the plauſible Pretence that they. may 
make uſe of Scriptural, tho- ambiguous, Ex- 
preſſions 4 8 


NoR can 1 ſee reaſon, for the, artful 3 


tion, that Heats and (c) Owtcries are ſubſtituted in 
the place of manly Arguments and clear Proofs, When 
the juſt Danger > rrors that ſubvert the. Faith, 
and tend to the Ruin of Souls, is e ee 
As we want not manly Arguments, which we 
are not aſhamed to produce in Confirmation of 
the Truth; ſo we judge if not any Breach of 
Juſtice or Charity to call that by the Name of 
_ Hereſy, which overthrows, and ends in oppoſi- 
tion to a Truth of ſo great Moment and Linger: 
tance. * 

WIA x is abſolutely ( 4) fundamental, or 5 
Iutely neceſſary to Salvation, e need not be very 
forward to determine ; ; nor What allowances : a 
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who, while they uſe ſome honeſt Means for 
mation, fall. into great Errors (yet how we can 
expect to be (a) Santtifyed, and (b) made free, but 


y the Truth I know not); however this hinders 
not, but ſuch Errors may have a fatal Tendency 


in themſelves, and may greatly endanger. the 


Souls of ſuch as are entangled in em: Nor 


| ſhould we treat em as harmleſs things, tho their 


deadly Effects ſhould happen to be prevented by 
foveraign Goodneſs. *Tis poſſible that a Man 


may have the Plague, and eſcape with his Life; 
yet twoud be deſperate Temerity and Preſumpti- 
on, needleſsly, to run among the infected: We are not 
forward to pronounce damnatory Sentences, yet 
are willing to deliver our Souls, where are mani- 


feſt Symptoms of Danger. 


Ws can't be eaſily drawn to believe, that a 
Difference in the great and main Articles of 
Chriſtian Faith, is (c) a meer Difference in Opini- 
n; and are not ignorant of the intemperate Heats 
and Paſſions, that have been on that Side of the 
| Diviſion, which our Author ſeems willing to 


excuſe and ſcreen, as (d) under very great Proveca- 


tions and Injury; but this may be owing to Miſre- 


preſentation and the partial Accounts which were 
given him. And I would by no Means juſtify or 
plead for Injuries or Provocations on either Side. 
Truth needs none of theſe Managements or Sup- 
orts; but is really wounded and injur'd by em. 
ho' our Neighbours may have entertain'd dan- 


gerous Opinions, we cenſure em not preſently, 
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3 s of Ha, 8 wou'd ho * that the 
2 icious” Influence and Effect upon their Heurtt 
and Lives, may be mercifully interce 


been led into, may be p pardom d; yet think it not 
Wiſdom to venture ene Precipice or Tempt 
tion, becauſe *ris not impoſſi 
WI I r has been aus 
tal Articles, may 3 5 
tion and Diſcourſe ;* and I has been obſerve 
of what Moment in our Religion the.” Artich 
under Debate is; far enough from bajnx 


Proofs haye been fo often offer d, ſome ot which 
are now to be brought. under Conſideration. 
And tho® we are perfwaded, we have = rimitive 

ity on 2 "Side, and that the Doctrine 
we defend was eſteem d a main Article of Chriſ- 


tian F aith, ns. Well before: As after the fourth 
Century ; 


et We care not vo embarraſs the Matter 
Wirk that Pifpute, But are content to appeal to 
the Holy Scriptures; atid to have it decided 
thereby, Tſuppoting: the Revelation made With 
ſufficient Plainneſs. * To come then to the Point. 

HE xy," with that great Maſter 'of Reaſon, 


Arch Bp. Teaſer, I fix my Foot: () That there 
„ which the 


are thfer Differences in oh Deity 


Seriptureiſ als of of the Names of Father, Son 
every where ſpeaks of them. 


hoſt, an 
as Ve wed to do of three diſtin&t Perſons. And 
therefore I ſee no reaſon why in this Argu- 


ment, we : ſhould nicely abſtain from uſing the 


w# 4 ++ 4 


* - 
. 
* . 


, * 


* . „ 0 % — 1 b 


0% Letter p. 10. C) Works, Fol p. 589. 


d, and 
the Prejudices, Miſtakes and Failures they have 


ble to eſcape; *** 
eſted about Fundamen- 
ſuperſede further Altera- 4 


| (Y Built 
on obfeure Hints, and doubtful Reaſonin As is 
eb 6h pretended, hen clear and 2 5 nt 
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Word Perſis, nor can. fee, any juſt 
qu: rel at this Term. Aaniftsizovd 
Ab why may we not Apprehend 
one Godhead mene ay e Di 
we go not clearly a Wee rſtand, fu 
to found the Doctrine of à Trinity, | a 


* % * * 


diſtinet Bredications e ind in che e 1 


unleſs we preſumptuouſly, imagine, that: we. ſo 
diſtincily, know every, thing that belongs 00 the 
Nature of God, as to be able readily to pro- 
nounce, Wat, is poiſible to be in it, and What 
nt. „ion ie 
WIA x is agreed to be 2 Divine Revelation, 
ſhquld certainly be treated withReſpe& and Awe, 
with our preconceived Notions. ; But we gught 

ich Modeſty and Reverence to inquire into the 
Mind of the molt, High, and humbly. receive. 


Fl 


the Diſcovery he has condeſcended to make of 
himſelf and his Will, to regulate all our Senti- 
ents, and form all our Sche mes by that Re- 
velstion. og nn apoio on bot eee 4 
Tur there are numerous, and to Appear. 3 
ance, very plain Texts of Scripture, : alleged for f 
the Proof of Chriſt's Deity, cannot but be ac 
knowledg d, tho' the Senſe of thoſe! Texts be diſ- 
puted. It mayn't be amiſs to take notice of 
ſome of them, which are wont to be produced, 
amidſt the Multitude and Variety which, Mr. 
Mayo and others have collected, and well put to- 
gether. What ſhafl we fay, When we fo often 
find him ſtiled G o p, and · that without Reſtricti- 
on or Limitation? When che incprghunicable' 
Title of Fehovah is ſo frequently applied to him, 
as neither the One nor the, Other appear tö he 
unto a Creature for Dignity of Nature or Office? 
x7 B 2 . 


j 
* A 


28 * * 1 1 CRE Qi RE en * ** 7 
i ** oy. * WE IG, n - Y b 7 1 
d e r r . SS. T a %_ 
' $A RD he a 1 : 7 0 5 „ «A 
. W 3. * * 5 5 —— 
8 715 a a . * : x 
; RR g y 5 
WE > . g X 
: . 8 
2 8 
— 
% * 
x 
, - 
n » 4 
z N N 
” 2 
7 * . 
3 7 , 
. C 5 > 
, + N 2 


(a) He is ſaid to be poſſeſſed in the Lord inthe Ng 
beginning of his Way, before his Works of | 
ſer up from Everlaſting, and (5) his goings forth 
were from Everlaſting. . (t) He is called the 
wonderful Counſellor, the might y God, the e- 
verlaſting Father. (4) This is the true God, 
and eternal Life. (e) God over all, bleſſed for 
ever. (f) Being in the Form of God, he 
—＋ it no Robbery to be equal with God. 
( He is the firſt and the laſt, that was, and 
is, and is to come, the Almighty. And ſays of 
himſelßz (9 'T ſearch the Reins, and Hearts. 
(5) As I live, faith the Lord, every Knee ſhall 
bow to me. ( He is the Beg Beginning 5 5128, the 
efficient Cauſe) of the Creation of Of 
him tis ſaid, (7) Thy Throne, O God: i is 8 = a 
and ever. That he is (n) the great God and - 
Saviour. (n) God maniteſt in the Fleſh. ' (o). 
God that redeemed the Church with his own | 
Blood. (p) To him Glory is' aſcribed both now 
and for ever; 2 and that by the whole Crea · 
tion in Conjunction with the Father upon the 
Throne; and no wonder, ſince he is (r) Lord 

and Heir of all Things; and (0) all the Angels 

are order d to worſhip him; (t) with what So- 
lemnity did they do it, when Iſaiah ſaw his 
Glory and ſpake of him'? 0 By him al Things | 

_ were * and for him. Nor is it ot ſmall 
Conſideration that we are (-w) vowed to him in 
the Law og wm te of OY as unto the Fa: a- 
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(a) Pro. 1 22, 23. (05 M. v. 2. (e) Ih. is, 6. @ 4 
v. 20. (e Rem. ix. 5- Phil. ii. 6. (g) Rev. i. 8. 65 = 
zii. 23. () Rom, xiv. 11. Rev, iii. 14. (!) Heb. i. 8 1 75 
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cher; and are required to (a) honour him eren 
as we honour the Fate 1 

How can we now forbear concluding from 
theſe. (and ſo many other plain Texts of Scrip- 
ture, that might be mention'd), that Deity in a 

roper Senſe belongs to the Son of God, conſi- 
Aer what with Men of Senſe mult be of great 
Weight, the manifeſt Deſign of this Revelation, 
to bring lapſed and degenerate Mankind to the 
true Knowledge of God, and their Duty; to a- 
boliſh the Superſtitious Errors and Idolatries that 
had obtained in the World; to lead unto real 
Holineſs, to an acceptable ſerving and glorify ing 
God, and to eternal Salvation? 


* 


Ir ſeems wonderful, if no ſuch Thing was 
itended, that ſo fittle Caption is uſed to pre- 
vent the fatal Miſtake, when it had been ſo very 
== eaſy to obviate the Danger, and keep Wiſe and 
good Men from running into Idolatry and Per- 
dition, who have made the moſt ſerious and im- 
partial Inquiries, in order to the right Managing 
their Practice and Worſhip, and the eſtabliſhing 
their Hopes for Eternity. De 
CN this be thought congruous to the Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs of God, who is ſo jealous of 
his Honour, and ſuch a lover of Souls; when 
in a Manner the whole Chriſtian Church, thro” 
a Courſe of ſo many Ages, has ſetled in a 
Perſwaſion and Practice, ſo injurious and dero- 
garory to his Glory, and of ſuch inevitable 
anger? When the Reformed Churches, un- 
der the Conduct of Men of extraordinary Piety 
and Learning, and mighty. in the Scriptures, - 
which they made ſo much their Study 68 the 
profeſſed Rule of their Faith, Manners and 
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eis De DI EREIRMATES treo? '» 22 
Worſhip ) fetled in the fame, Belief, unable to 
e 
ef 3 eſcape the fatal Deluſion? |. © 
No can it be deny'd, that vital Religion 
has eminently flouriſh'd, and innumerable Souls, 
thar ardently loved God, and hated Idolatry, 
liv'd te fis Praiſe and dy'd with Triumph, unde 
the Influence oft har Belief. Poor unhappy Souls! 


if all rheir hope and rejoycing in Chrilt Jeſu 
as their Savjour and their God, was but Delu- 
fior and -Miftake, and their Faith but an Affront 
ro thar God, whoſe Glory Was dearer to them 
than their ves. 
Px Scriptures were manifeſtly intended lol * 
the Uſe and Salvation of all Ranks of Men, and 
in neceffary Things accommodated to ordinary WW 
Capacities. © Now how plainly. does it an 3 
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to be taught, that Chriſt is God in the true an 
known Senfe ? Or how cou'd the Doctrine o 
his. Deity be deliver'd in plainer Words? Where- 
fore to faſten another Meanivg upon them, and 
to wreſt them to their Purpoſe, both Arians and 
Sociniant are forced to uſe a great deal of Are 
to torture them with all the Tricks and Engines 0 
Criticiſm; to ſearch whether a Word. or. Phraſe 
that js uſc d, can be found elſewhere to ſignify. 
another Thing, and ſo by any means be turned 
to another Senſe. By ſuch a method of Inter- 
pretation, and the help of Wit and Allegory, it 
Will not be difficult for Men of ſubtile Heads 
and lively Fancies, to explain away almoſt any 
point of Divinity, or give another turn to any 
Article of Faith. But ſurely. the Oracles of 
God, that are of higheſt Authority, that treat a- 
bout everlaſting Concerns, that will be the Rule 
of the laſt Judgment, ſhould be conſulted with 
more Reverence and Humility ; nor ag" | 
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| leſs. than Rudeneſs. . to treat the Laws of. Men, 
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or even the Writings of any Man of Senſe. in 
Bor the grand Obje&ion againſt the received 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity is, That it is uin, 
| religible, and carries Abſurdity in it, In anſwer | 
to which I wou'd obſerve two Things. 
_ : Tar the Exiſtence or Being of 2 Thing, 
may be certain and unconteſted, and. we ma 
be perſwaded of it upon the cleareſt Grounds | 
ben jet we cannot comprehend it or give s 
WF crisfatory Account of it to our owp Minds, 
Vo can tell us how the Parts of Matter ar 
WW cemented, and hang together ſo firmly; and yet 
Ve doubt not of the Thing? Nay, we know not: 
SF the Manner of the Operation of our own Souls, 
= bow Ideas ariſe and are formed- in our Minds, 
= or how our Wills act with Freedom and Liber- 
95, which yer we feel in our ſclyes, and are 
WF intimately aflured of. Reaſon does oblige us to 
believe, that God is of himſelf, Without any Cauſe 
of his Being; that he has been from Eternity 
= without any Beginning; and that he has a certain 
Preſcience of future Contingencies: Yet theſe 
Things are as inconceivable to us, as the Doc- 
trine under Debate, and we are utterly at a loſs 
when we come to account for them. There is 
neither Contradiction nor Abſurdity in ſuppoſing, 
that the Divine Nature contains what 1s unin- 
telligible to us, or what we do not fully com- 
prehend ; nor is it impoſſible that there ſhould 
be in it, what may be a ſufficient Ground for 
ſuch Diſtin&tions as the Scriptures mention, And. 
what greater Abſurdity is it, to ſuppoſe, that 
God may for juſt and weighty Reaſons, ſecure 
of his own Greatneſs, unite humane Nature to 
himſelf; than that there may be an intimate and 
Ip '.., q,; _—_ 
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vital Union between a rational: Spirit and a hu- 
man Body, which we are aſſur d of, and is the Mat- 
ter of ourown Experience, tho” we know ngthing 


* 


r. !] 
2. Azz there no greater Difficulties or Appear- 
ances of Abſurdity on the other ſide? What no 
Abſurdity in the Notion of a ſupreme and 1 
our, a greater and a leſſer Gd? No Difficulty 
in admitting to Gods, a thing ſo abhorrent to 
Reaſon, and ſo contrary to. expreſs Revelation, 
whereby we are caution'd and commanded not to 
have any more Gods but one? No Difficulty in 
believing a Creature to be the Creator, or an 
immediate Inſtrument in Creating the World? 
Yet this ſo much ſhockt the Underſtandings of 
| ſome of the Ancients, tainted with theſe Opini- 
ons, as forced em upon a precarious Fancy, with- 
out the leaſt Foundation in Scripture, that God 
firſt created the Word, and then chated Mat- 
ter, which he formed into the various Orders of 
Being; but out of what Matter he formed the An- 
gels and Souls of Men I find not. Is there no Ab- 
ſurdity in ſetting up another Object of Worſhip. 
both for Angels and Men, to whoſe Service and 
Glory we mult be all devoted, beſides the Su- 
preme God? and that upon ſuch terms as ſeem to 
countenance and excuſe the Pretences both of 
Papiſts and Pagans in their Idolatries ? Is there 
no Difficulty in ſuppoſing, contrary to the con- 
ſtant Tenour, and plaineſt Declaration of the 
Scriptures, that the great Mediator, is neither 
true God, nor true Man? Or can we imagine 
that there can be a true Man without a Rational 
Soul? or that no more is intended hereby, but a 
Human Body animated by a mere Senſitive Soul, 
which how it is differenced from a Brute in Hu- 
man Shape, will not be eaſy to determine ? 6 
5 | PT 


Cn 
Bur I paſs from theſeConſiderationsto examine 
what our Author offers in Oppoſition to the Com- 
mon Faith; and what he urges in Defence of his 
own. And here I ſhall be content to follow inthe 
Method he hath ſeen fit to take. Tho I cant 
but obſerve; chat there is a great Difference be- 
tween the conjunct Force and Evidence of many 
Texts of Scripture together, which mutually en- 
lighten and ſupport one another in the Teſtimony 
they give to an important Truth, and the Evi- 
dence of ſome ſimple Paſſages arbitrarily ſelected, 
and ſeparately conſidered, if not ſifted and art- 
fully manag d to caſt a favourable Aſpect upon a 
darling Opinion. 1 Ils da SO TOO 
_ 1. Frar (a) which he firſt mentions as a 2 
grand Argument for the Doctrine we maintain is = 
1 Jahn v. 7. Tho' for what Reaſon 'this'is ſer 
in the Front, and made ſo grand an Argument, 
can't eſcage Remark by ſuch as know, that no 
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extraordinary Streſs is laid upon it, tho it will 4 
not be eaſily parted with. Tis repreſented indeed 3 
as if (I) it was paſt all Controverſy (no' unuſual "I 
Trick of Confidenceand Boaſting with theſe Gen- 9 
tlemen) that it belongs not to the Sacred Text: 


et the Author can't but know, how much hass 
xeen alleged, by Men of great-Judgmerit Sin "j 
rity and Learning in Defence of it. Not only = 
Gerhard, and'the-Famous Dr. Hammond, among 4 
many others; but Dr. Milli, and Monſieur Martin . 
of late, after the moſt careful Reſearches, have 
given the World ſufficient Satisfaction upon this 
Subject. That Cyprian and Tertullian quoted this 
Paſſage, long before the Arian Controverſy aroſe, 
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is well known, inda manifeſd Proof of its being 
— read, and that it was not inſerted in 
Qppoſition to the. Arians, as ſome of that Way 
have tondly. ſuggeſted. | Whether: the Preface to 
the ſeven Canonical Epiſtles were Jerom s or no 
(which yet Mr. Martin maintaing) which teſti- 
ties. that the Greek Manuſcripts then had it, and 
charges: the Latin Interpreters with aunfaithful- 
meſs in leaving it out; it is certain that it is very 
Ancient, and that as 2 Verſion has it, he 
proteſts that he had fairhfully y followed the Greek 
(N. T. grece: fidei reddidi). "Now is it ot ſmall 


Conſideration and Weight that ſuch a numerous 


Council of Biſhops, aſſembled at Carthage, Anno 
484. in their Conkethon o Faith, prepared to be 


Preſented to Huneric that cruel Arian Perſecutor, 


inſiſted on this Paſſage of St. John, When ſuin- 
mon d to defend by the Scriptures the Conſub- 
ſtantiality of the — Fatberꝭin a public 
Diſpute with the Arian Biſhops, who might then 


| have ſo eaſily confuted the Quotation, if it 


had been falſe or forged. However it came to 
be omitted in many Copies of old, (as there are 
many other remarkable Omiſſions even in the 
Alexandrian Manuſcript as well as this) whether 


buy the Negligence of Lranſcribers, or the Fraud 


ot Hereticks, who, (a) as Socrates obſerves, par- 
ticularly depraved this Epiſtle of St. John, in or- 
derto ſeparate Chriſt's Humanity from his Divi- 
nity, one thing is worthy of Notice, that the 
Antient Church never caſt upon it any Suſpicion 
of Forgery, but wherever it appear'd, it has been 
looked upon as the genuine Writing of St. Julm, 
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The Context alſo ſeems to make ver. 7. hecellary - 
as conjoin'd to wer. 8. by And in the beginning of 
it; and as Three that bear witneſs on Earth ſtand 
in oppoſition to Three that bear witneſs in Heaven, 
called the Teſtimony f God, ver. - z. 
Ax p tnig leads to conſider the Senſe of the 
Words upon Suppoſition that they are the genuine Wri- 
ting of St. John as our Author ſpeats. It is not 3 


diſputed whether | theſe Three are One] does ſigni- 
fy their Conſent and Agreement. in Deſign, and 
the [Teſtimony they give, or whether [{, <a} is 4 
not to be interpreted according to the Subject, =— 
Matter, and Circumſtances of the Place where 4 
the Phraſe occurs, as t Cor. iii. 8. he that planteth 
and he that watereth are one i. e. in Conſent and 
Deſign: But in this Place ſomething more ſeems 
plainly to be imply'd, and that the T hres that bear 
_ Witneſs in Heaven, do not only agree in their 
Teſtimony, but are One in a more appropriate 
and particular Senſe, intimating and denoting the 
Ground and peculiar Reaſon or Cauſe of their ſo 
agreeing, and that they cannot but concur in 
their Teſtimony. And therefore it was reaſona- 
ble, when he came to the other Three, of whom 
it cou'd not be affirm'd that they were one in 
Nature, to affirm as much as the Matter would 
bear, that they are [4 1 ,] Teſtifyers to the 
ſame Purpoſe, tho' not (s,] One in Nature. 
Now if no more were intended by their being 
One, v. 7. than their agreeing in One, v. 8. How 
caſy had it been to have avoided the Ambiguity 
that was ſo like to lead into a dangerous Miſtake, 


when there was no Neceſſity or juſt Occaſion, 
to change the Phraſe? And that we fix upon 
the true Meaning, appears more probable from 
what follows, ver. 9. where the Teſtimony given 
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by che Three in Heaven, emphatically ſaid tobe 
one, is called the Witneſs of God, which is grea- 
ter and deſerves the higheſt Regara. 
Fur to clear the Apoſtle's Meaning, 


e 
may conſider with the Author, the Words of 
Chriſt, Jobn x. 30. I and my Father gre One. And 
if they manifeſtly fignity quite another kind of 
Oneneſs, than mere agreeing in Deſign, there is 
good Reaſon to interpret this, as con-noting ſuch 
a like Qneneſs. Whereas he refers us to Je 
XViL. 11. Holy Father keep thro' thy own Name, 
thoſe whum thou haſt given me, that they may be one, 
[Gave] as we are; and adds, Are ue to think, that 
onr Saviour defer d bis . Diſciples ſhould be kept to be 
one Being? I anſwer, no more than when Chriſt 
ſaid Matt. v. 48. Be ye perfect, as your Father 
which is in Heaven is perfect, he required that his 
Diſciples ſhould equal God in his infinite Per. 
feections. [us, as] can denote here, as in many 
other Places, but a Similitude or Reſemblance, 
not the ſame perfect Union. So ver. 21. That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I 
in thee. | There is not ſuch an Union among Be- 
lievers, as to be mutally in each other, and yet 
they are not only one in Affection and Deſign; 
but are all animated and acted by the ſame Spi- 
rit, .or by oze Spirit are all Baptized into one Body, 
ſo as all to be under the vital Influence, Opera- 
tion and Conduct of that one Spirit, and to be 
brought to a more perfect Unity in Glory, the 
Thing Chriſt prays for; and herein more fully 
to reſemble and anſwer the Union between the 
Father and Chriſt; this being poſſibly the neareſt 
Reſemblarce andSimilitude ot it amongCreatures. 
This hinders not therefore, but ſeems rather to 
imply, that Chriſt's Oneneſs with the Father, is 
| i of 
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C7 
igher Kind, and more exalted N 
than the Oneneſs among Chriſtians; and where+ 
as it neceſſarily infers an abſolute and molt perfect 
Agreement in Will and Aﬀection, Chriſtians 
mould labour, as far as they can, under the. 
Guidance of the one Spirit of Chriſt, that unites 
them in one myſtical Body, to immitate that 
glorious Pattern. Now that Chriſt is one with 
the Father in à peculiar and more diſtinguiſh'd 
Senſe appears further by comparing Jobu x. 38. 
John xiv. 11. Believe the Works, that. ye may know 
and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him. 
Thus the Learned Dr. Whitby obſerves upon the 
Words, [That it appears that Chriſt ſpeaks not 
of an Unity of Will and Concord only, 1) From 
the reaſon aſſigned of the Security of the Sheep, 
the want of Power in any one, to ſnatch them 
out of the Hand of Chriſt, being one in Power 
with the Father · For the Foundation of this 
Argument is not, that the Father's Will, but that 
his Power was above all. 2) From the Inference 
of the Fews, that by theſe Words he made him- 
ſelf God, and fo was guilty of Blaſphemy. Now 
this invidious Charge Chriſt does not evade by 
ſaying, he only conſpir d with the Will of 
as all true Prophets did, but by appealing tothe 
Works, which, ſays he, I do by the Power of the 
Father reſiding in Me, which plainly carries 
this to an Unity of Power, not of Will only. 
And then the Inference of St. Chryſoftom is unde- 
niable, ICE;  Jurapus dun, vb Im g ne] and 
« Ts be the ſame, the Eflence muſt 
EW7 . 8 . 
2. (a) The ſecond Argument to prove the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt he ſees fit to mention, is, That he, 


(4) Letter p. 20. | 
is 
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Wy 
is exprefly called God in ſeveral. Plates of the Sri. 
ture. Which he thinks he can eaſily elude by 
two Obſervations. t) (a) That the: Term God is 
ſometimec applyed either to Idolt, under Pretence of 
fomething belonging to them, which really does not, or 
to Creatures upon the Account of a Charatter, which 
they rightfully pretend to, and bear without blame. 2) 
That the Scriptures: evidently lead us, to diſtinguiſh 
Chriſt's Godhead from that of his Father. | I ſhall 
readily attend him in each of his Remarks. And 
he is not ignorant that we agree with him in 
the former, that as Idols were eſteem d Gods 
by their miſtaken Worſnhippers, and the Devil 
himſelf was taken for a God by Uſurpation and 
horrible Errors, both Angels and Magiſtrates 
by ſpecial Dignity, and Authority intruſted with 
them, have in an improper and figurative 
Senſe been {tiled Gods. Jet ſuch as read the 
Scriptures with Care, and; unprejudiced - Minds, 
muſt needs obſerve that the Name and Charac- 
ters of Divinity are every where aſcribed and 
challenged, in quite another Manner, and utter- 
ly in another Senſe to the bleſſed Jeſus, than to 
Angels or Governours, or any mere Creatures. 
Wx do not only urge that the Name and Ti- 
tle of God is frequently given to him, which 
in but a few Inſtances is given to Creatures, but 
that tis given without any Limitation, or any 
Circumſtances that ſnould determine to a figu- 
rative Senſe. When *tis ſaid, Let all the Gods 
wonſbip him. I have made ther a God to Pharaoh. I hava 
fatd ye are Gods, but yeſhall die like Men. No Body is 
at a Loſs as to the Meaning of theſe Expreſſions, 
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it all this ſhould ſignify no more than that as a 
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or in Danger of being led into the Opinion, that 


the moſt High God is intended, or of worſhip- 


ing the Creature inſtead of the Creator. But 
when we find. that Chriſt Jeſus doth ſo indiffe - 
iven him the 
Title of Lord Fehovab, and yet *tis. faid, Pſal. 
Ixxxiii. 18. That Men may Know that thou whoſe 
Name alone is Jehovah art the moſ# High. When he 
is called the true God,” the great God; the God over 


all bleſſed for euer; and that the Name and Chara 


ders, the Attributes and Worſhip of the ſupreme God. 
are without Scruple or Reſtriction often apply d to him; 
Danger of Miſtake and Idolatry, 


Creature, or being of great derived Excellency. 
and delegated Power, he may be in ſome impro- 
per Senſe called a God ? (a) Dr. Whitby well ob 
terves, nothing 1s abſolutely in the Scripture, and 
in the ſingular Number, called God for any other 


| Reaſon, than that the Divine Nature is imparted 
mw; £1, 21908 ors Fre 


I Is therefore his ſecond Remark which we 


are to conſider, and to be well aſſured that the 


Scriptures diſtinguiſh Chriſt's Godhead from that 
of his Father, ſo as to ſatisfy that there is an un- 
conteſtable and utter Diſtance or Difference be- 
tween the one and the other. But I muſt confeſs 
my ſelf at a Loſs where to find it. Our Author. 
produces two Texts for it. The firſt Jo. i. 1, 2, 
where it is ſaid, the Word was in the Beginning with 
God. Now adds he, (6) Was God the Word the 


ame with him, with whom he was? And why may 


he not be the ſame in one reſpect and yet differ in 
another, and The J/ord was with God, and the Word 


Las God, ver. 1.? Why, according to the common 


(s) Fol, vol, 7. pegs 447. (6) Letter p. 24. e 


Doctrine 
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Doctrine, may e not i ſuppoſe: that he as tho 
fame in Nature and effential Perſections, tho dis 
ſtirt in Perſon; or, that his Sn ER 
fame with that of his Father tho! he was in ſome 
Senſe different from him, who in order of Subſi- 
ſtence, and in whe 6 of Diſtinction, bears the Name 
of God and the Father? 

Tu other Text to prove that Chris Gos; 


| head — ahat of dais) his Father is, Hb. 1. 8. 
5 quoted from Pal. 45. 7. Ty Throne 0 God is for 


ever and ever. ver. g. Thu haſt loved Righteouſneſs. 
and hated Iniquity, therefore God even thy God bath 
anointed thee with the Oyl of Gladasſi above _— Fellous. 


No ſays he, (a) Can he le the ſupreme God, uo bar 


one to be a God 1 bim, and to beftow a Reward: upon 


bim? As if Chriſt was not be conſider d as a com- 
— Subject, of whom ſome Things are evidently; 


poken with Reference to his divine Perſon, others 


with reſpect to his human Nature, and others 


that directly concern his Office as Media- 


tor. And no wonder, if theſe are not unuſually 


intermixt; if even in the ſame Place, as there is 
occaſion, ſome Things are aſcrib'd to him under 
one Conſideration and Character, and ſome under 
another. Thus here it may be intimated that he 
has a Throne and Dominion, as God by. Nature, 


Which is for ever and ever, different from his me- 


diatorial Kingdom, and that delegated Power 
which he is ſhortly to reſign. And can it ſeem 
ſtrange to any if our Lord Jeſus, in another Ca- 
pacity, and under a different Character, be the Sub- 

ze& of other or different Predications; if while as 

God, his eternal Dominion be acknowledged, 2s 
Mediator in our Nature, he be capable of Re- 
ward, and be anointed with Joy above his Fellows? 
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z. As to the third Argument from Rom. ix. 5. 
Vo is over all God bleſſed for ever, his Ingenuity 1s 
to be acknowledged; in that he frankly allows 
this to be ſpoken of Chriſt, as Sbeinus alſo does, 
aware how contrary to the apparent Senſe, and 
the Rules of true Criticiſm ; tis otherwiſe inter- 
preted by Mr. Mypiſton, and others, who perceiving, 
the proper Characters of Deity expreft, would fain 
have it to be ſpoken of the Father by Way of Dox- 
ology. But our Author's {lightly paſſing it over 
with the Obſervation, (a) that he muſt be excepted 
who did put all Things under him, will not be fo 
eaſily admitted as a ſufficient Reply to fo preg- 
nant a Text by others, whatever ſhift he may 
make to ſatisfy his own Reaſon and Conſcience 
with it. Tho' Mr. 7+ifton alſo attempts to e- 
vade the Force of it (if ſuppos'd to be ſpoken 
of Chriſt) after the ſame Manner; (b) yet he 
ſuggeſts, that the Epithet bleſſed is always ap- 
propriated in Scripture to the ſupreme God, and 
almoſt always in Antiquity alſo, according to 
th Language of the Jewiſh Nation ; and that the 
Phraſe, God over al, is both in Scripture, and 
Antiquity, ſingly and directly apply'd to him. 
And whereas God bleſſed, or el or evermore, is 
obſerved ſcarce to occur above four times in the 
New Teſtament, and ſtill manifeſtly denotes the 
moſt high God, and apply'd to him, Rom. i. 25. 
as diſtinguiſhed from all Creatures whatſoever ; 
how can we but acknowledge the Force of the 
Argument, and conclude from theſe exalted and 
diſtinguiſhing Titles ſo freely given to Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he is God in the proper Senſe, and one with 
the Father, theſe being not perſonal Properties, 
but Characters belonging to the Nature of God? 
Thus () Dr. Fhity ſays, from the Beginning, 
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theſe Words have been uſed, by the Fathers as an 
Argument of Chriſt's Divinity; and Theophylaft 
3 Ib gw SN nga Wi. Af, an Te Tlavas me 
Xeisd , S . mwy d draxngurlo) Er, from hence is 
Arius confuted and put to ſhame, St. Paul proclaimiug 
Chriſt to bs, God over all. „ 
4. Wx cannot but think it a good Argument, 
— a clear Proof of the Deity ot Chriſt, that the 
Creation of the World is ſo often, and in the ſtrong- 
eſt Terms attributed to him. To avoid this, our 
Author wou'd have the (a) Father conſider d as the 
primary Creatcr, and that the Son did create by a 
Power derived from his Father. But he tells us not 
whether that derived Power be finite or infinite; 
whether an infinite Power can be derived and im- 
parted, except the Divine Nature, to which it 
ſeems inſeparably to belong, be communicated; 
or whether a finite and ſecondary Power can 
ſignify any thing in a proper Creation, which the 
Scripture repreſents as immediately performed by 
God himſelf, who commanded, and it was done. 
Beſides there appears ſo much Abſurdity in the 
Notion of an Inſtrument in Creation, as led ſome 
of old (we obſerved before) to the Grounds and 
extravagant Conceit, that God provided a Chaos 
of Matter for the Word to work upon, and frame 
the Beautiful and magnificent Fabrick of this 
World out of; but why ſhould we affect to be 
wiſe above what is written? The Scripture plainly 
tells us, both, () that God made al Things, and that 
(e) the Word was God, that all Things were made by 
him, and that without him was u t any thing made that 
was made. So that Arch Bp. Tillotſon after Auſtin, 
concludes, if the Word was made, he made him- 
ſelf. (d) By him al Things were created that are in 
Heaven and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, 


(4) Lener ?. 26. (9 Rev, LY, . (. Join 1. . 2+-(4) Cl 1. 6. 
| | wether 
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whether they be Thrones or *Dominions, or Principalities r 
' Powers, all Things were created by him and for him. If 


it be ſaid that ( av75] implies his acting only by a 
delegated Power, tis known and can't be deny d, 
that the ſume Expreſſion is uſed with reſpect to the 


Supreme God, (a) Of whom and to whom are all Things. 


Does the Lord of Hoſts challenge this as his peculiar 


Prerogative, (b) I am the firſt,and I am the laſt,and be- 
fides me there is as God ; Of Chriſt alſo *tis affirmed, 


that (c) he is the Beginning and the End, the firſt and 
the laſt (the firſt Cauſe and the laſt End). Is God faid 
to (d) have made all Things for himſelf ; tis alſo ſaid 
of Chriſt Jeſus, that as all Things were made by him , 


ſo all Thiags were made for him. And can we well 


imagine that the whole Creation ſhou'd be for a 
Creature, the Univerſe deſign'd tor its Glory? Very 
remarkable tis, that the inſpir d Writer of the E- 


piſtle to the Hebrews, does Ch. i. 10. without Diffi- 


culty or Heſitation, without any Explication to li- 
mit or qualify the Senſe, apply directly to him, 
what, Pſal. cii. is confeſſedly addreſt to the Supreme 
God. Aud thou Lord in the Beginning haſt laid the 
Foundati nof the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work 
of thy Hands ; They ſhall periſh, but thou remaineſt yet. 
He that was before the Mountains werebrought forth, and 


before the Earth and the World were formed, muſt be 
allowed in the Prophet's Account, Pſal. xc. 2. From 


_ Everlaſting to Everlaſting to be God. How do we come 


to be aſlur'd of the Exiſtence of a God, who is the 
ſupreme Object of our Worſhip, but by the ſenſi- 
ble Proof he has given of his Being and Perfections 
in the Works of Creation? (e) Fi the inviſible Things 


of him from the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, . 


being underſtood by the Things that are made, even his 
eternal Power and Gcd head. He was known to Iſrael 
ot Old, and is diſtinguiſh'd as the proper Obje& of 
_ eur Adoration by this Character, the Maker of Hea- 


(a) Rom, vi, 36 
(e) Rem. i. 20. 


| 09 J. xuv. 6. ( c Ne v. XXihs 13. (4) Prov. xvi. 4 
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ven and Earth. Ia. xliv. 24. 7 am the Lord: that 
mal eth all Th ing that ftretcheth forth the Heavens alone, 
that ſpreadeth uli oad the Earth by my ſelf, Thus Hewes 
kiah confeſſes, (a) T hou art the God, even thou alone, 
thou haſt made Heaven and Earth. Thus Nehemiah ix. 
v. T hou, even Thou, art Lord alone, thou haſt made the 
Heaven of Heavens with all their Hoſt, the Earth and 
all Things that are therein, and the Hoſt of Heaven wors 
ſhipperh thee, ax 
F. Tun next thing he conſiders as alleged in 
Proof of Chriſt's Divinity, is his Omniſcience; an 
Argument not eaſily baMed by the ſubtle Attempts | 
made in Order to it. It can ſcarce eſcape the Re- 
mark of a ſober and conſiderate Chriſtian, that 
Solomon the Wiſeſt of Men, and under the Conduct 
of Inſpiration, affirms in a moſt ſolemn Addreſs to 
God, I Kings viii. 39. Thou, even thou, only knoweſt 
the Hearts of all the Children of Men; and this the 
molt high appropriates as his Prerogative. Jer. xvii. 
10. I the Lird ſearch the Heart, I try the Reins, even 
to give every Man according to bis Ways. Now behold! 
Chriſt Jeſus ſtands forth, and aſſumes without Scru- 
ple, and in the cleareſt Expreſſions, what the great 
God challenges ſo peculiarly to himſelf, Rev. 2. 23. 
Jam He that ſcarcheth the Reins aud Hearts, and [ will 
give to every oae of you according to your Mors. No 
wonder thereſore that this is ſo often remark'd and 
acknowledg'd by the Diſciples of Chriſt, John ii. 24, 
25. John xxi. 17. And that in a very different Man- 
ner from what the Woman of Fekoah's Compliment 
to David's Prudence and Sagacity does impart, 
2 Sam. xiv. 20. Which I know not with what Decen- 
cy our Author could bring into Compariſon there- 
with. Nor may we preſently preſume to rob him of 
this Glory upon the {light and precarious Suggeſtion, 
that ſuch a Knowledge might poſſibly be imparted 10 
him, as alſo to ſome other Prophets. But did ever any 


* 


(a) 2 Kings xix. 1. 


4 


t challenge the Prerogative to himſelf, of 


on — to ſer forth: the Omniſcience of od? . * 


ITurxx are however two Texts of Scripture of- 
fer d in exception to this plain Argument, John Vil 
28. As my Father has taught me, 1 ſpeak theſe Things. 
And Matt. xiii. 32. But. of that Day und that Fibu 
knoweth no one, ino not the Angels that are in Heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. Now who: perceives 
not, that tho Chriſt be One with the Father, and 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwell in him, yet he is 
alſo Man and Mediator, and that conſidering him 

as a Prophet, ſent and commiſſion d to reveal the 
Will of God, he was to reveal only that which his 
Father taught him, and which he had in Commiſſion 
to deliver and make known, and that Wi 
as he was the Son of Man, under which Sd, 16 4a; dr. 

Character he ſpeaks here of himſelf, v. e, He e. 
26. he knew no more than was com rar os Man. Greg. 
municated and imparted to him. Nun. | 
As to his having a rational Soul, which our 
Author would here bring in doubt, it has been con- 
ſider'd before. And methinks *tis but little Evi- 
dence of the Goodneſs of the Cauſe theſe Gentle- 
men are engaged in, when for the Support of it, 
they are driven to deny even the true Humanity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to call in Queſtion his having a 
reaſonable Soul. (a) (Verily hetook not on him the Na- 
ture of Angels, but he took on him the Seed of Abraham; 
wherefere in all Things it behoved him to bemade like un- 
to his Brethrea, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt (b). So the one Mediator between God and 
Men is the Man Chriſt Jeſus. (c) Now, ſays he, is my 
Sul troubled, when he was about to ſuffer; and as 
our bleſſed Lord very often aſſumes, and ſeems to 
delight in the Name of /e Son of Man, which he 
cou'd not be, without a humane Soul: So (d) God 

( Heb, ii. 16, 17. (6) 1 Tim, ii. 5. (c) Jobn xii. 17. (d) Act. — 7. 
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has appointed a Day in which ho will judge the World it 


rigorenſmeſs by that Man whoneke hiath OrdaineliY Bur! | 
ſuch and worſe Abſurdities muſt be ſwallowed; in 


- denying Things plainly revealed, under pretence of 
their being (in ſome reſpect) Unintelligible. Our 
Author urges that according to our Interpretation, 
(a) Chriſt's anſwer to his Diſciples was but a mere Eua- 


fron, and without doubt being inquiſitive to know that time, 


they would be ready to ſay, ell, Lord, if thou doſt not 
\ know it as thou art Man, yet tell us as God. A fancy 
indeed | Unwortliy of his Judgment and Sagaciry ! 
As if when they found that Chriſt had it not in 
his Power and Commiſſion, as Son of Man, to re- 


veal it, they ſhould think themſelves concern'd, fur- 


ther to importune him about it. Thus we ſee how 
far this is off being () a Demonſtration of the Mif- 

6. I come now to conſider what is of very great 
Weight and Importance in it ſelf, and what every: 
Chriſtian is concerned in, and that is the Worſhip: 
which is due, and to be paid to our Lord Jeſus, 
God over all bleſſed for ever. When the Contro- 
troverſy is about the proper Object of Worſhip, in 


which every Chriſtian has an Intereſt at Stake, we 


can't be blam'd if we are upon our guard, and be 
not preſently by the ſlight of Men — to wor- 
ſhip and ſerve a Creature beſides the Creator; and 
if we have not the Preſumption upon ſlight Pre- 
tences to condemn as Idolatrous, what is, and has 
been the common Practice of the Chriſtian Church. 
That a Civil Reſpect and Worſhip. is to be given in 
different degrees to Perſons in Power, no Body de- 
nies; but from hence to argue or infer, that no 
proper divine Worſhip is due to the Lord that 
bought us, God, manifeſted in the Fleſh; or to 
ſuppoſe that this may ſerve to anſwer, and invali- 


date the Pleas from Scripture and Reaſon, for the 


0) Lener p. 28. (6) 27d. 27. x] 
Senti- 
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Sentiments and Practice of the Chriſtian World, is 
what will not be eaſily admitted. Nor can it be 
allowed that Chriſt has a Right to our Worſhip up- 
on no other Ground or (a) Reaſop,but the mere Gift aud 
Command of the Father, whicff I take to be the Au- 
thor's Meaning, and direct Anſwer to the Argu- 
ment. We may here perceive what a Shift our Au- 
thor is driven to in this Matter, when he betakes 
himſelf to Bellarmine's main Argument for the Wor- 
ſhip of Angels, Saints, and Relicks, Eſ. xcix.5. And 
will needs have it that the Footſtool is commanded 
to be worſhipped, when not only Piſcator and Groti- 
us, but Muis alſo (a Popiſh Commentator) allows 
the Rendring it to the ſame Senſe with our Tran- 
ſlation, worſhip at his Foot-ſtool ¶ Deum apud Sca- © 
bellum |, as agreeable to the Hebrew, and that this is 
the proper rendring of the Hebrew Phraſe, and the 
Senſe of the [ 5 ] will appear to any that conſider 
that the ſame, Expreſſion is uſed in ver. g. of this ve- 
ry Pſalm [ nn and rendred by us, as alſo 
by the Septuagint, worſhip at his holy Hill, plainly ex- 
preſt, Pſal. cxxxviii. 2. I wid worſhip towards thy Holy 
Temple. So 1 Kings viii. 44. Pray unto the Lord to- 
wards the City, and towards the Houſe that I have built, 
the true Reaſon of Daniel's opening bis Windows to- 
wards Jeruſalem, when he prayed, Dan. vi 10. . 
To bring this Matter into a fuller Light it may 
be obſerv d that our Author's Notion ſeems to ſtate 
the Buſineſs of Religious Worſhip upon the Foot of 
a mere poſitive Command, ſo that the Pagans and 
Papiſts are Idolaters, only for want of God's Precept 
tor their Worſhip; whereas the Scripture charges 
with Idolatry upon the account of doing Service to 
them who by Nature were no Gods ; and for worſhipping 
aud ſerving the Creature with, or beſide the Creator, meg, 
Toy DUETEY Rom. 1.25. Gal. iv. 8. Nor can it be ima- 
gin d that God ſhould interpoſe to warrant any Wor- 
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ſhip by Precept, which the Liglit of Nati vides 
ondemn: Poſitive Commands are not wont to inter 


fere with and croſs moral Duties. The formal Ob. 


ject of religious Worſhyp is {till the ſame, and Reaſon, 


or natural Light, my be ſufficient to direct to it, 


Object; but the Caſe is different with reſpect to the 
Means and Manner of Worſhip, where is Room an 

Occaſion for the Direction of a particular Inſtitution 
or Command. And thus as God has an unqueſti- 
onable Right, it may be expedient for him to 
determine and appoint, how and in what Manner 
we may acceptably ſerve him; while yet we can't 
think our ſelves at Liberty to worſhip or ſerve a 
nother with, or beſides him, without violating the 
Rights of our great. Creator, and our Natural 
Obligations. Thus he does often appeal to (a) 
Reaſon, as ſufficient to condemn the Idolatries in 
Practice; and (6) declare, that he will not give his 
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Glory to another; and (e) that the Gods that have 


not made the Heavens and the Earth ſhall periſh. 
A s fora ſubordinate and inferior Sort of religious 
Worſhip, to be paid to an inferior Sort of Deities or 


ſubordinate Powers, I fee no Foundation for it in 


Scripture; and tis manifeſt that under this Pretence 
Idolatry has been introduc'd and commonly practi- 
ced; that this hath been made to countenance the 
Superſtition of Papiſts and Heathens, and proved the 


Occaſion. or Matter of the fatal Miſtake in the 


World on this Subject. Twas fuch a kind of Wor- 
ſhip which the Devil had the Impudence to ask of 
Chriſt, and which had been given him among the 
Nations, acknowledging that his Power and Domt- 
nion was but derived and ſubordinate, Luke iv. 6. I 
is delivered unto me. But Chriſt anſwers (not what 
ſome might have imagin'd ; thou art an Apoſtate 


and unclean Spirit, and ſo unfit to be Worſhipved; | 


() V.. XIvi. 8. 9. (6) Ibid, xlu. 8. (.) Jer. X 1172 | 4 
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or tis dot due to the, becauſe my Fither his ht 


injoined it, but. ver. B.) Ger thee behind me, Satin, thoy "WY 


Halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve, declaring, as in many other caſes, not hat is 
of poſitive and arbitrary Inſtitution, but moral Du- 
r oo 07 Re ics 
RELIOTOus Worſhip may be taken to import a 
Subje&ion of Soul to the Being we addreſs it, and is 
due only to God, who alone has a Right and imme- 
diate Acceſs to it. And there are two ſpecial Branch- 
es of this Worſhip, or this is wont particularly to be 
given in ſolemn Acts of Adoratien and direct Invoca- 
tion; nor are theſe to be addreſt to any other but him, 
Whom we profeſſedly devote our ſelves, and yield our 
Hearts to, and do believingly look for our Help and 
Salvation from. The Goſpel, we confeſs, directs to 
the worſhipping and addreſſing the Father thro* Je- 
fes Chriſt, by the Holy Spirit, and this common Me- 
thod of Chriſtian Worſhip is congruous and ſuited to 
the known Diſpenſation of Grace; but beſides this, 
it does alſo lead to a direct worſhipping of Jeſus Chriſt 
as one with the Father, to a devoting our ſelves, and 
a ſubmitting our Wills and Conſciences to him, as 
our rightful Owner and ſovereign Lord, as being our 
Creator and Redeemer, and our Saviour. In this 
Quality, not as an Agent or Embaſſador but as a So- 
vereign, he demands Obedience, and proclaims 
Peace and Pardon to rebellious Subjects, and while 
we profeſſedly take him for our Saviour, we acknow- 
ledge him to be our Lord and our God. That we 
owe ſuch a direct Worſhip and Homage to the bleſſed 
Jeſus, and have clear and abundant Warrant for it, 
will appear, if we conſider. . 
(1). In general we are directed to Honour the Son even 
as we Honour the Father, and he that honoureth not thus the 
Son, honourerh not the Father which ſent him, Jo. v. 23. 
And ſhall we come off with the Pretence, that we he- 
nour him truly, tho” not with the ſame or like kind of 
| Ho- 
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Honour with the Father? muſt we not truly, ho- 


nour our Rulers, and which of them, nay whidhef the 
glorious Angels, has God at any time commanded, 


that we ſhould houour even as we honour himſelfꝰ 


(2). As for proſtrate Adoration, and ſolemn Aſcrſp- 


tion of Glory, the whole Church both in Heaven and 
Earth is repreſented as paying this Homage to him 
_ Jointly with the Father. Zheard, ſays St. Jau, Ræu. v. 


11, 12; 13, The Voice of many Angels round about the 
Throne, c. ſaying with a loud | Voice; Murthy it the 

Lamb that was Slain, to receive Power, and. Riches, and 
Wisdom, and Honour, and Glas, and Bleſſing. And 


every Creature which is in Heaven and on Earth, Ge. 
heard 1, ſaying, Bleſſing, Honour, Glory, and Power, be 
unto him that fitteth upon the Throne, aud unto the Lamb 
A rr. ö tort noi 
.- (3)-- Cnr. Jeſus is alſo to be worſhipped by di- 


rect and ſolemn Invocation. Tis mentioned as the 


common Character and Practice of Chriſtians,: 1 Cor. 
1, 2. to call upon his Name. And what is unqueſtiona- 
bly ſpoken of God, Joel. ii. 32. is without Heſitati- 
on apply d to Chriſt, Rom. x. 13. IM phoſoever ſhall call 


upon the Name of the Lord, ſball be ſaved. ' Nor may 


we addreſs our Prayers directly to any other but him, 
who is the Object of our Faith and Truſt, Rom. x. 
14. If we are by him to believe in God, he does 
alſo, Jo. xiv, 1. require that we believe in him jointly 


with the Father, and demands a Truſt and Confi- 


4 


dence in himſelf, which are not due to a leſs Per- 


ſon, than to him, who is oze with his Father. 


(4). Hs is alſo the Proper or ſupreme Obje& of 
Religion, as that ſignifies a Devotedneſs to the Service 


and Glory of him whom we Worſhip. And as in 
the ſolemn Rite of Baptiſm, we proteſs to do this: 


ſo, Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9, None of us liveth unto himſelf, 


and no Man dyeth to himſelf ; for whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord, or whether we dye, we dye unto the 
Lord; whether we live therefore or dye we are the Lord. 


Foe” 
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Fur this End Chrift bath died and roſe, and lived again, 
| that he might be Lord both of the dead and liuin. 
TRV is doubtleſs a Difference to be made, be- 
tween the formal reaſon of Divine Worſhip, 
is infinite Perfection; and the ſpecial Motives and 
Conſiderations, that may induce and quicken to 
a particular giving of the Worſhip, Unto Godabſo- 


utely conſider d is Adoration paid, upon the Mani- 


feſtation of his glory in Creation, Reb. iv. 11. Thou 


art worthy, O Lordi to receive Glory and Hompur and Power, 


for thou: haſt created all Things. A grand Motive to 
the paying Adoration to Jeſus Chriſt is Redemption, 
Rev. v. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſtain to rerei ue 
Honour, Glory and Bleſſing. Upon this Motive we 
are to devotè our ſelves to him, ſo as not to liue to 


our ſelves, but to him who died for us and roſe again. 


2Cor. v. 15. But then he wou'd not be capable of this 
high Reſpe&, he wow'd.nor have right to demand it, 


were he not one with the Father, and truly our God. 


Indeed when we conſider, that it was He that made, 


and has redeemed us, that there is no other Name 


hereby we muſt be ſaved, that he is to be our Fudge 

for Eternity; what Homage or Service can we think 
too much for him? No wonder that every Knee muſt 
bow to him, and every Tongue confeſs that he is Lord. 
True, but it will be ſaid, uuto the glory of God the 
Father, who has exalted him, and given him a Name 
above every Name; I grant it, but with this Conſi- 
deration, that tho he had an original Right to the 
Sovernment of the World, and to be the Judge of 


ic, as belonging to the Divine Nature; yet not to 


have the immediate and ſole Exerciſe of this Power 
committed unto him, and put into his Hands, and 
that in our Nature, but by Conſent and Agreement; 
or by a voluntary Diſpenſation, and by his Farher's 
Gift and Appointment. K 2063 


ed 


7. As tor. Baptiſm, the Nature and Deſign of it 
have been taken Notice of in the preceding Article, 
8, | E 2 and 
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and has been always I think'reckon'd an important 


part of Chriſtian Worſhip, wherein particular Hom- 


age is paid to Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, as in the 
buſineſs of our Salvation acting under diſtinct Con- 
ſiderations, and condeſcending io aſſume diſtiactOfſi- 
ces. The diftin& Form therefore of Adminiſtrati- 
on has been always obſerved with great Care in the 
Church, as ſignify ing the peculiar Faith'of Chriſti- 
ans, and a ſolemn Covenant Tranſaction between 
God and believing Penitents, wherein Father, Son 


and Spirit are conſider d, not ſimply as three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead, but as related to Man for the 
Ends of the Covenant, undertaking each to perform 


his proper Part; And the Perſons baptiz d, recog- 
nizing their joint Intereſt in him, do profeſledly 
Dedicate and Devote themſelves to Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, expecting to be ſaved by the Fathers 


Grace, thro' the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, under 


the Conduct of the Holy Spirit; and as Circumci- 


ſion of old, Baptiſm under the Goſpel can be no leſs, 


than a Seal of the righteouſneſs of Faith. Muſt 


we not therefore conclude, that Baptiſm, when ſo 
great a Weight is laid upon it, Mar. xvi. 16. is ſome- 
thing more, than a mere Form (a) of entering into the 
Chriſtian Religion; whereof the Father is the Author, 
the Son the Publiſher, and the Spirit the Con firmer ? Alas! 


: that theſe Gentlemen, — it neceſſary for the 


Intereſt and Support of their Opinion, ſhould make 
ſo little Scruple of lowering and ſpeaking ſo ſlightly 
of the ſolemn Inſtitutions and more important con- 


cerns of Religion, that happen (or ſeem) to ſtand 
in the Way! Had this only been intended, how 
eaſy had it been for the Scripture, ſomewhere or 
other to have made this plain Expreſſion of it, and 
obviated the common and dangerous Miſtake of 


the Chriſtian World, in ſo ſolemn an Ordinance, of 


conſtant Uſe and Practice, believing that the three 


(a) Lerter p. 30, 31. : 
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into whoſe Name we are Baptiz d, be that One 
and Conſecrated? Nor in this View does there 


God, to whoſe Faith and Service we are VowWd 


ſeem to be any great Occaſion for the uſe of ſuch 


a Form. (a) That the Iſraelites were baptized unto 
| Moſes in the Cloud, the Apoſtle obſerves, '1 Cor. x. 2. 
but how different a Thing is it to be ſo Baptized, 
as to paſs under rhe Conduct of Moſes thorough the 
Sea and the Wilderneſs, and to be Baptized: into the 
Name of Moſes, indifferently, and in Conjunction 
with the Name of God, and that in a ſacred Inſti- 
tution, and ſpecial act of Devotion, to be practiſed 
in all Generations. Our Author is pleaſed further 
to compare this with what is ſaid, 1 Tim. v. 21. 2 
I charge thee before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the elec Angels; but how odd mult this ſeem to any 
conſiderate Perſon who perceives the Difference, be- 


12 Charge given before ſuch Witneſſes as might 


put ſome awe upon the Mind, and awaken Dili- 
gence, and a moſt ſolemn Act of Religion referr'd 
indifferently to Three, as the joint and proper Ob- 
ject of it, ſignify d a profeſſed Devotedneſs to each 
of them. Nor may the ſolemn Benediction (c) 2 
Cor. xiii. 13. be ſo ſlightly paſſed over, or well 


thought to import leſs than a Prayer to Jeſus Chriſtꝰ 
together with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, for... 2 


their imparting ſpecial Grace ſeverally in the diſtinct 
Relation they bear to Chriſtians, which can't be 
ask d or expected from any mere Creature. 

8. T rs laſt Argument our Author mentions, and 
that as moſt plauſible according 10 our Tranſlation is 


taken from Phil. ii. 5, 6, 7. Let this Mind be in you which 


was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who.being in the Form of God, 
thought it no Rcbbery to be equal with God: but made 
bimſelf of no Reputation, &c. I think it needleſs here 


to do any more, than conſider what he offers to 


invalidate the Argument from this Text, in which 


— 


(s) Leier p. 32. (6) Bi. 6 n 


3 


4 
; : * A N he 
ow 
= : . , ; by * - " 


n _ * 
"OY [3 een . 
RV 
"=D 8 8 we 6 I. 
23 S Wn - * ae” 2 5 Pr. 
332 * *. N e * 


(C« 380% 


1 W articulayly to triumph, bun fl 
AS . ars upon lender Evidence. He firſt re mai 
, Hammond, that the (but in the beginai 
a 8 the 7th zin verſe, ſeems not ſo well to agree with 
Apoſtle s Meaning as expreſt in out Tranſlation an 
this the Dr. thinks is the only Argument that matte 
it probable that the Phraſe {rhonght it wo - Ruble) 
ſhould be otherwiſe conſtrued- However he judge Wl 
that either the [dane] may be render d N = 
thus it ſignifies in 1 Cor. viii. G. and is ſo render 
by the Aurhor himſelf, 2. 1. Jo if it berender'd [bat] 
the Senſe is, He was God, and without any. 
equal to his Father, but for all this, or notwath — Sy 
ing this, he vilify d himſelf, &c. Which the Dr. takes 
to be the Clear ad of the N But 8 


Meaning ot the — [xx A 
is eſpecially conteſted. And 2 the Way, War, 
Author does either miſrepreſent: or 
Whitby, in ſaying, that tis only to be mer milo he 
tarch and Heliodorus, in both which Writers it fegnifie 
to covet earneſtly ; Whereas the Dr's Words are, This 
Greek Phraſe is only to be met with in Plutarch, ſays 
Grotius, tho” I can't find it there, and in Heliodorus, 
in which Writer, Cc. meaning plainly the latter only, 
The truth is, that there is no great Reaſon to rely 
upon the Authority of this Heliodorus in the Matter. 
He flouriſh'd not till towards the End of the fourth 
Century, and in his Youth wrote a looſe and lewd 
Romance; out of which this is taken: But then it 
is obſervable, that even the Phraſe he makes uſe of 
is [dg wa e and zw and once [3 agmeyun 
iynm: | which every one that underſtands the Gre 
ſees to be very different from the Apoſtle's Expreſſi- 
on. Nor do [ 4gmywes and 4 myus] ſignify the {ame 
Thing, the former denoting ¶ Aclum rapiendi] the Aa 
of Robbery, the latter [pradam raptam | the prey or pur. 
chaſe 0 of Robbery, Now it the — Phraſe had been 
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en e yen we might poſſibly have follow] 
heidid not cover und ſuatch at it, as a very defirable Things 
burwhew'tis Lax fyfoan] the direct an 
proper Meaning ſuems to be, he did nat eſteem is an 
44 of Rebbery, or uvm iran Injury, L ddt les d! 
wo be aqua ro God} un vo e lile the moſt> High; Conſider- 
ing aſſo chat the {Apoſtle uſeth the Verb AH] fe. 
reral times in this ſame Epiſtle, in eie ſume Senſe 
we have given of. ic. And as Dr. Hammond and o- 
thers juſtify our Tranſlation herein, and Recount it 
moſt Juſt and Natural; ſo Dr. Edward thinks it in 
a manner: paſt Diſpute And tho ſome are content 
to admit" the other} Senſe, as unwilling poſſibly to 
give themſelves, or others too much trouble in a 
Matter of nicer Obſervatlon, or to avoid wrangling, 
yer ſecure of the Maim and more important Phing 
in Controverſy, tey g ive fuch « juſt Interpretation, 
| as no way interferes with, or injures our Lord's Claim 
to an Equality with his Father. Thus A. bp. Tilt ſon, 
(a) That he was bt only with God, before he dſſumed Hu- 
mane” Nature, but #lſo was really God ; &. Paul tells ts - 
Let this Mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; 
who being in the Fm F God, did not arrogate to him 
ſelf to be equal with God, (taking this to be the Mea 
ingot the Phraſe as uſed by Plutarch) i. e. He did 
not appear in the Glory of his Divinity, whic# was 
hid under a Veil of human Fleſh and Infirmiy. So 
that if his being made in the Faſhiorr of Man does 
ſignify that he was really Man by his Ticarnation ; 
then ſurely his being in the Form of 50d, when he 
took upon him the Likeneſs of May and the Form 
of a Servant, muſt in all reaſon ſihify, that he was 
really God before he became Mu, for which Rea- 
ſon the Apoſtle did not doubrꝰ ſay, that God was 


manifeſted in the Fleſh. - _ k 
Haix o thus with aj-Þte Fairneſs I could, con- 


(s) Warks El. page 541 * * 
= 1 1 
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ſider d what has been urg d in anſwer to'thoſe Ele 
Arguments, which our Author ſaw fit to take No- 
for that he appears very confident in his own Notion, | 
but inſinuates that we are far enough from having 
yet the Reader may make ſome judgment of, by 
what has been already laid before him, and which be 
will do well impartially to conſiden. 
(a) His firſt and principal Text is, 1. Cor. viii. 4, J, ö. 
We know that an Idol is nothing in the World, and that © 
there is no other God but one. For tho there be that art 
called Gods, whether in Heaven or in Earth, as. there be 
Gods many, and Lords many; het io us there is but ane Gud 
the Father of whom are all Things, and we in or for him, 
and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by. whom are all Things, and 
we by him. If we obſerve the manifeſt Scope. of the 
- Apoſtle here, it will appear that there is but ſmall 
Occaſion for the Warmth and Tranſport our Author 
expreſſes in asking (+), Can any Mortal give a Reaſon 
why, if he had been of the Mind of your ſevere Cenſurets, 
De ſhould not have expreſſed himſelf thus; But to us there 
is but one God the Father, Son aud Holy Ghoſt ? Methinks 
our Author without ſo much Emotion might have 
conder'd, that it was not the Apoſtle's Deſign here, 
nor dq the Subject he was upon oblige him, to give 
an Accdunt of the Myſtery of the Trinity. ; nor was 
he under\ny Neceſſity of repreſenting the Differen- 
ces or diltk& Relations conceivable in the Divine 
Nature; bu the Thing which he does purpoſely 
aſſert, as beſt ſwering the End he had in view is, 
that there is 0 Go. God, in oppoſition to the Po- 
lytheiſm of the Gutiles, or the — and Wor- 
ſhip of many Gods, vat was then fo generally ſpread 
thro the World. Had been of the Mind of the 
Author, muſt he not has ſaid, whereas there are 
EE mn. © a En re 
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BESID Es the Works here attributed to the Father 


and Chriſt, argue them, tho" in ſome Senſe diſtinct, 


to be the ſame God. The Dr. therefore adds. 


1.) Chriſt is here ſtiled that one Lord by whom are all things, 


i. e. by whom all things were created, which are.ia heaven, 


and which are ia Earth. Eph. i. 9. Col. i. 16. and by the 
Work of Creation is the Godhead known. Rom. i. 20. and 


this is the very Deſcription elſewhere made of God the Fu- 
71 is he by whom are all T. hings, Rom. X63 5. 
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Lord, but (es abe] for him alſo, Col. i. 16, t 
Thing the Apoſtle here afcribes to Goll the Father, More- 
over except we tale him. in this Senſe, he ſeems to 
give Advantage for ajuſt Replz mad 
of the Heathen, who held one ſelf-exiſtent ſupreme 


Practice, one might have expected, that he woul; 

rather have ſhewed them, or attempted to prove that 

the Gods many and Lords many, which they paid 
Service to, under the are i 
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Heb. io 10. 2). Al Things were created not only by this 


5 


y to be made in excuſe 


1 


God, but thought many other inferior Gods and 
Lords had a Right to a lower and ſubordinate Wor- 
ſhip, as conſtituted and appointed by Him, in Power 


and Authority under him. At leaſt to level his Dif- 
courſe and Reaſoning, againſt their Opinion ow 
| * 


Yervice to, eat. God, were nor indeed 
fuch as he had autkofff d apid-appointed ; but that 
"Chriſt Jeſus was the only.intertoF Deputy Lord, or 
God by Office, whom he commanded to be worſhip d. 

(a) As for his ſpeaking of the Father in this Text in 


\ contradiflicn to Jeſus Chriſt his Son, whom he files the 
One Lord; beſides what has been already obſerv'd, 
that he ſpeaks not of him as another God tho? in ſome 


Reſpect differing from the Father; we may conſider 
that he ſpeaks of him under another Character, as in 
our Nature ordained a Mediator. Thus 1 Tim. ii. 5. 


"There is one God, and one Mediator between God and 


Men, the Man Chrift Jeſus, who having the Fulneſs 


of the Deity dwelling in him, is fitted as a Day's 


Man that takes hold of both, toadjuſt the Difference 


between God and Men, and thus without Inconſi- 


ſtence or Abſurdity, God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the World to himſelf. Thus alſo Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6. 
where our Author ſuggeſts, that () Godhead is pecu- 

liarly attributed to the Father, no more appears to be in- 


tended than that, whereas the Father is often repre- 
ſented as ſupporting the Majeſty and Rights of the + 
* Deity ; Chriſt Jeſus, God manifeſted in Fleſh, and ſo 5 


a - (a) Letter p. II, 13, | (6) vid, A 
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Mediator and one Lord, unto whom all Judgment 


is committed; and into whoſe Faith, as but one 


and the ſame Faith, all Chriſtiahsare enter d by one 


Baptiſm. What has been offer d may be eaſily ap- 


ply'd to Jo. xvii 3. This is life Eiernal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt .. 


whom thou haſt ſent. The Author's Argument from this 


Text is (a) If the Father to whom Chriſt here ſpeaks, be 


1 * 


the ouly true God, how can Chriſt be the only true Go 


alſo? J anfwer becauſe 8 and the Father are one, 
Words be reaſonably ſup- 

poſed to excluded him from a true Divinity, Who 

is in Scripture ſtiled ĩ e 285] the true God, 1 Jo. 


Jo. x. 30. Nor can theſe 


v. 20. [See Whitby in loc], Trde therefore is the 
Gloſs of Grotius that he is Med the only true God 
in excluſion of theft, Whom the falſe Preſuaſion of 
the Gentiles had introduced; not ſo as to exclude 


the other Perſons. In this Sence the Word only is 


frequently apply d to. God, in the old Teſtament, 
Deut. xxxii. 12. [wea@ He] the Lord only was 
their Guide, and there was u9. falſe. Gods with them 


[Dede AI:]; and yet the Angel, in whom his N ume 


was, went with them, and ſaved them, Exod. xxiii. 21. 
Tja. Ixiii. 9. J am the Lord and beſides me there is no 
Saviour, Iſa. xliii. 11. Nor does (, only] as uſed 
in the New Teſtament exclude ail others, Fo. viii. 9. 
Jeſus was left alone, and the Woman in the midſt (u- 
Nee dv wor@ |; alſo 1 Cor. ix. 6. or I ouly and. Baraabas, 
Ui h i) g BapreCas] | ſee therefore no Reaſon why 
(Y Rom. xvi. 27. To God only wiſe ; and Rev. xv.4. Thou 


only art holy, Chriſt ſhould be thought to be excluded? 


(c) Nor is it ſo manifeſt that the Pitle [mzrnzgsmy] 
Almighty, which ſeems in this latter Place given 


him, is never attributed to the Son, when not only 
here, but Rev. i. 8. he ſeems plainly to be called the 
Almighty, both becauſe it is Chriſt that is ſpoken 


ot in the Context, and for that the other Part of the 


C) Letter p. 13. (b) id. 12. fe) lbid. 
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ol a diſtin Conſideration from the Father, is one 
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1. 1 pv ele made go. 3 


N bing, x1. 18. and ch. Xxil. £3, mention das dhe d 
fiingul{hirs Character of the Lord of Hoſts, Ia xv. « 
nor is it fo plain that the (a) Song of Moſes amd the'Lamb 
muſt import that Moſes and the Lamb fing it, when we 
find that in the other Songs of this Bork U 1 
Lamb's ſinging, both Angels and Saints the 
Subject of their Songs, and addreſs their Songs to in. l 
and that joint * With the. Father, Rev..V. 9% 1271 . | 
ma add, THY, 1 15 this, Jahn xvii. 3. the % ther be ta 
a8 poken Pre a relative Senſe; ar ally 
le » as ſeems in many other Places to 
be, and as T confeſs 1 welt to underſtand it, and Jelus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſeit; nts. tobe directly ſpoken of the 
the Maß heil in Union with the divine Na- 
ture, in which Cap 7 10 ma Key this Prayer; he Senſe | 
will be very clear. Jie to eternal ife, that 
Men, forlpkin all falle Gog „ ackno edge. thee to be 
the only true Goc, and a 5200 edge me to be the true 
Meſſiah, the Redeemer wy Saviour of loft. Souls. And 
it is worthy. of, Remark, that to know Chrift Jefus as ſent 
of God, is made neceſſary to Salvation, as well as to 
know the Father; nor can God be ſavingly known but 
in Chriſt Jeſus, whom whoſoever hath ſeen, hath ſeen 
the Father alſo; and to whom like Horgut and Wer 
ſhip is to be paid as is given to the Father. 
Oux Author having thus urg'd his Aceptions a 
gainſt the Deity of Chriſt, is yet loth to quit the Argu- 
- ment without taking Notice of thoſe Pasa of Scrip- 
ture, wherein the Father is ſaid to be greater than t 
Son. And that he is ſo in a true and proper Senſe who 
doubts? Thoſe who adhere to the common Faith do 
acknowledge that the Son of God conſider d relatively, 
is inferior and ſubordinate to the Father, when yet his 
eſſential Glory and Perfection is the fame, and he can't 
be properly a lefler or inferior God. A Father is always 
conſider d in that Relation as above his Son, and yet his 
Son not inferior to him, in the Nature, Properties and 
Endowments of a Man, much leſs is a Son of one Kin- 
and Nature, and a Father of another. Chriſt Jeſus al fo 
as Man united to the Godhead, as well as wearing the 
Character of aver, or in that Quality and — 
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| Men, who are ſenſible of th if Mbligationsito redeeming 


2 


they conſider in the glorious Conſtitution of his Petfon 


ſuffer' d nor real Pain or Alteration, when Chriſt bore aur 


_ deration that God was manifeſted in ys Fleſh ; that tho 


of its Glory was veil'd, and it was truly concerned and in- 


ration, is leſs than the Father. No wonder therefore _ 2 
tis ſaid; 1 Cor. nv. a A all haue des- 
der d uþ the Kingdom i God ve the Father, who hs 
left and committed the Adminiſtration of it to Jelus 
Chriſt unto that Day, he ſhall 1 alſo be ſulject unto 
him that put all T hings'under him, thur Cad may be ali 
al; even to the Mani Chriſt Jeſus, and to all both An- 
gels and Saints, brought to Perfection of Glory and Han- 
pineſs in and by him m IE 
THERE are yet two things, the aſtoniſhing Love of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt, and the Value of his Sacrifice; the 
Glory of which be might well ſoreſee would be thought 
to be eclipſed; and wbich with others:would be after 
all, apt to ſtick in the . of conſidetate and good 


Grace, and build their Hope of Satie upon an Atone- 
ment of infinite Worth. And h din they: ſorbear being 
alarmed, and juſtly: Dre) diced" againſt'a Notion, which' 
appears'to them rea Po ond to leſſen Men's Eſteem ef 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Love, and their Senſe of Obligation 
to him? Muſt they not be er ee When 
ſuch an Attempt is made to darken the Glory of the San 
of God, and ſap the Foundation of their Comfort and 
Hope? Can they be eaſily brought to think the Con- 
deſcenſion of a Being of great Excellency, and his Suf- 
ferings to be more conſiderable, and that even with re- 
ſpect to Propitiation and Atonement, than what they _ 
admire and are ravith'd with in the Blefſed:Jeſus, whom 


as God-Man ? What tho' the Deity be impaſſible, and 


Sins in his Body on the Croſs ?-His holy Soul felt theSting 
and Bitterneſs of Death, was in greatelt' Agonies of Ser- 
row and Diſtreſs; and in the Opinion of ſuch as ſuppoſe 
its Pre exiſtence in a State of higheſt Glory, under went 
ſuch like Changes as our Author imagines in the Being, 
he ſuppoſes to ſuffer in Fleh. But that which gave grea- 
telt V irtue and Price to hisQbedience and Sufferings was 
the infinite Dignity of his Perſon ,not the mere pain which 
the Humane Nature felt. How aſtoniſhing is the Conh- 
the Deity it ſelf was not capable of Mi ery, yet the Luſtre 
tereſted in the Sufferings of the Humane Nature, which — | 
| . was = 
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tas the moſt-amazingCondeſcenſipn for'it to aſſume. do 
God loved the World that he gave his only begottenSon! 
He ſpared, not his own Son | This entertains the Wonder 
and Songs of Angels, and the Triumphs of Saints, and 
Will do fo to Eternity, while Devils and harden d. Unbe- 
lie vers fret and gnaſh their Teee n. 
War our Author is pleas'd to ſubjoin about the 
Holy Ghoſt, has been provided againſt in the preceding 
Diſcourſe; and tho” the Deity of Chriſt has been more 
particularly conſider'd and defended, yet there want not 
ſufficient Proofs or Inducements to believe the ſame. of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who js joined together with the Father and 
Chriſt in the ſolemnity of Baptiſm, as to whom we are 
to devote ourſelves, by whoſe Grace we are ſanctiſy d, 
and under whole Conduct we are to be brought to Sal- 
vation. (a) Hing nnto him is calted lying unto God., (b) 
Know ye not that ye are ti Temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in youi 23 It is God only that 
has a Right to have a Temple conſecrated to hi 
wherein he may eſpecially. have his Reſidence , dil- 
play his Glory, and have Service and ſolemn Oblations 
preſented to him. It is from (c) him Grace is deſir d and 
pray d for, in Conjunction with the Father and Chriſt. 
(A) And theſe three are One. It was the (e) Lord Jehovah 
that ſpake by the Prophets of old; / but they were in- 
ſpir'd and acted by the Holy Gh:ſt who ſpake in them. Di- 
vine Perfections are acknowledg'd in him. (g) He is cal- 
led the eternal Spirit; repreſented as every where preſent, 
() Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit? And as intimately 
acquainted with all the Father's Counſels, (i) For the 
Spirit ſearches all Things, yea the deep Things of God. 
As the Spirit of Man knoweth the Things that are in him: 
ſo the Things of God knoweth none but the Spirit of 
God ſ dels 31d |; nor are the Works aſcribed to him lels 
than Divine, or the Effects and undoubted Products of 
Omnipotence, which ſpeak him to be true God. It was 
the (k) Spirit of the Lord that moved upon the Waters 
(Chaos) in the Creation of the World; and that (0 gat- 
niſhed the Heavens; the ſame (in) Spirit that raiſed up 
Chriſt Jeſus from the Dead; and that (n) wrought the 
a ct. v. R or. iii. 16. Hag. i. 9. (c) 2 Cor, xiii. 14. Rev. i. 4, J. 
G J. . . . — — Ps WS Heb, iii. ba, 2 Pet, We . 


(xg) Heb. ix. 14. () 'Pſal. cxxxix. 7. (:) 1 Cor. ii. 10. ( Gen. i. 2. (1) Job 
xXxvi. 13. (7) Rem. viii. 11. () Leid. 9 2 
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ſurprizing Miracles that were done by him and his Ayo: 
les; that does. inſpire Chriſtians with a New and Di-. 


vine Life, ſo as when they are ſaid to be born again, (o 
of the Spirit they are affirmed (p) to be born of God 2 


(4) ſupport them againſt all the Powers of Hell, and (r) ; 


raiſe them up again at the laſt Day. Vea, ſuch as are the 
manifeſted and unconteſted Works of Omnipatence done 


by him, that even the Socinians who deny his being a Di- 


vine Perſon attribute theſe Works- to Almighty Power, 
and would have us to believe, that it is the Power of God 
which goes under the Notion of the Holy Ghoſt. Vet tis 
as plain and certain that the Scripture ſtill ſpeaks of him 
as of a Perſon, (s) who. worketh according to his own 
Will, and (t) diſtributeth to every Man his Gifts and 
Graces ſeverally as he pleaſes: (2 He enter'd into the Pro- 


phet Ezekiel and ſpake with him. flow remarkably does 


denote and ſignify his being a Perſon, when the Spirit 

| Truth is come: [##& v»@- 73 a1 ua. Now how can we, up- 
on the Evidence of theſe and the like Texts and Conſi- 
deꝛrations, deny that the 8 does 
to the Holy Ghoſt ? or:forbear being touch'd and deeply 
concerned at the Contempt and open Afront ofter'd him 


in the Notions by ſome entertain'd ? Will the Appearance 


of ſomeDithculty preſently juſtify or warrant an Attempt 
to wrelt and baffle plain Revelation ? How ſtrangely do 
Men ſometimes treat the moſt ſacred Things, and what 
Methods do they try under Prejudice, Bigotted and Pre- 
polled in favour of a darling Scheme? | * 

Bur it is objected that (a) however plauſible our Anſ- 
wers may ſeem to the Arguments for the Son f being inſerior 
to the Father; yet thoſe jor the Inferiority of the H ly Gh ſt 
will not admit of any ſuch Evaſion, ſince; he is neither Man 
nor Mediator. And why, if the Scripture mentions ſome 


Differences in the Divine Nature, and ſpeaks of them as 


we tte to do of Perſons, may we not ſpeak of them ac- 
cording to that Revelation, and ſuppoſe there is a certain 
order in their Subſiſtence and Operation, or a ſort of Sub- 
_ ordination which we call relative, when there is no pro- 
per Subordination in the Godhead, nor is one Ferſon in- 


ferior to another in refpect of Nature and Eſſence? (a) 
(00 Fob iii. 5, 6. () Jebni 13, (9) 1 Fobn iv. 4. (r) Rom. vifi. 11 (+) Heb. 


ii. 4. (ti) 1 Cog xii. 11. () Ethyl. 24+ xi. 1,2. (4) Letter p. 16, (6) Leid. 
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But do not both 
Hol) C hoſt, and mii ſt not a Per ſon be Jupp 
nd: 
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to take of the Things of Chriſt and thew unto us, a - 8 
7 with Candor and Mildneſſ 
eonſider what has been propos'd both for and againſiſ 
ou Lord Jeſus, to examine 
m thence what ſeems t 
to be the true Meaning, in a Point of Doctrine, that ß 
purely of Revelation, and that I take to be of very gte 
Importance to Chriſtians; nor have I knowingly. paſſel 
over any thing in the Letter I have had under Conliden* 
tion that I thought to be of Weir. ² 
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xo the whole it may ſeemſtrange, not only to f 
great Confidence in ſuch a Cauſe, but to find the Author: $ 


rr 


— — ** 


= at a loſs, to excuſe their Arrogance, who lay ſuch a Streſt ub, 
. a Matter, which appears to them to be of very great 
9 Moment, if not of the laſt Importance. However, upon a 
Review, he may poſſibly ſee Occaſion for a little more 
3 Decency, with reſpect to the known and ſettled Belief of 
1 Chriſtians, and have ſo much Charity left, as to allo“ 
13 but upon the moſt ſerious and mature Searching of the 
11 "Scriptures, by ſuch as profeſſedly bottom their Faith and 
Wil: Hope upon them, and have apply'd' them ſelves: with 
* humble Minds, thence to learn the Will of God and live 
if in Conformity to it. ; 5 1 5 CCC 4 
at 3 | P 
| FINK - = 


